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Unemployed 
Underemployed

Underemployed geoscientists are considered to be self-employed geoscientists unable to secure more than 25% of their desirable workload.

Australian Geoscientist Employment Survey

New South Wales and
Australian Capital Territory at a glance
June 2019

Unemployment Rate 12.9%
Underemployment Rate 17.1%

NSW and the ACT account for around 8% of geoscientist employment opportunities in Australia

Unemployed and Underemployed

Exploration and mining major 
Exploration and mining mid-tier
Exploration and mining junior
Consulting and contracting
Government, teaching and research
Other

Employment Sector

Professional Experience

0 – 5 years
5 – 10 years
10 – 15 years 
15 – 20 years 
20 – 25 years 
25 – 30 years 
> 30 years 

Gender

Employed

Employer

7%

14%

47%

14%
20%
20%
34%
11%

1%

10%
10%
16%
10%
12%
12%
30%

Mineral exploration

Energy exploration/production

Other

Men

Women

Full time
Part time and casual

60%
5%

35%

62%
12%

6%

29%

82%

18%

60%

Geoscientist Employment - NSW and ACT March 2009 to June 2019

Unemployed more than 12 months

Seeking work outside geoscience

Not confident of regaining work in less than 12 months

Confident of retaining employment for >12 months


